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THE CHINA CRITIC

‘Latiniza tion and

Mass Education

By HuaNe CHU WEI (¥ B #)

HERE are three different kinds of opinion about the
problem of Chinese characters. The first opinion is

.1 to retain the Han squares. Those who entertain this opin-
| ion are mainly old both in age and in thought. They do
not know that the world is going around, and th:y wish
) China to turn to the ancient time. They think that every-
thing new is bad. In order to exhibit their “profoundness”
in knowledge, they not only wish to retain the “Han
squares,” but also often write with the words of the old
form. They write Ji§, instead of ¥:,¥§, instead of JE,&f
instead of .8, instead of gk, etc. This kind of people
are pure individualists. They consider the “Han squares”
as their private propzrty. Having known how to write
and read themselves, they do not care for other people.
They think that if .they know many old forms of Chinese
characters while others do not, thzy will be proud of it
and other people will respect them. How selfish they are!
The esuﬁnu opinicn is to use the abbreviated form of
“Han squarss.” Among the “Han squares,” a considerable
portion can be written in a much simpler way. These
words can again be classified into two kinds. One kind is
obtained from the words of the old form, while the other
kind is derived from the common habit of writing. The
examples of the former are J~ (B8, BT (88, 15tk
(32%2), etc., while the examples of the latter are #f (&),
XD, % (B), 'K (&), ete. The people who hold
this opinion also propose to simplify the dictionary. They
thought that a great part of the words in the Kan Shi

Dictionary ars seldom used. - So some of them tried to

simplify the dictionary. But words most commonly used
cannot be obtained by simple inspection. A word common
to one may be strange to others. So they gathered many
- letters, telephone m:ssages, notes, and other things which
served them to :select the commonly used words. They
found that the most commonly used phase is F4-. In
this way, they got about 3000 words. They thought that
th:se 3000 words are quite sufficient for use. Moreover,
half of thes3000 words can be written in a simple way.
Though this opinion is better than the above one, it is
not a fundamental one. The “Han squares” have their
unavoidable defects and inconvznience. To simplify the
dictionary or to utilize the abbreviated form of words is
just like to build a }i‘guse with rotten pieces of timber.
The third opinion is to Latinize the “Han squares.”
The p:zople who hold this opinion are very clever. They
have found tha most suitable method to decrease the per-
centage of illiterady in China. This kind of writing is also
the most valuable instrument to bring .about the mass
» education.” The Latinzied words are called “Sinwenz.”
“Sinwenz” is not English or Latin. It is simply Chinese.
We simply adopt the Latin alphabet. The spelling of
“Sinwenz” is different from that of any other language.
It has its independability and convenienee. We may say
that the spelling of “Sinwenz” is like that of English; but
‘nevertheless, it is different from that of English. Though
“Sinwenz” is still in the embryonic stage, its po-ssibili'ty for

adaptation is beyond any doubt. If we want to decrease ‘and
then sweep illiteracy, we must utilize “Smwenz A

The question arises: How can we spread the utiliza-{
tion of “Sinw:nz”? The answer is:  We carry it out by|
force. That is to say this movement must be promoted by |
the Government.. When Turkey had finished the national |
revolution, her language was Latinized by forcé’and .after |
a short period of time, all the people in Turkey are ac- |
customed to the new language. Some may say: “In time :
of war, we cannot pay any attention to' this problem.”
But I think that the utilization of “Sinwenz” is very im-
portant especially in the time of war. - If we want to
educate the people, we must adopt the most effective and
convenient way and this can only be achieved by the intro-
duction of “Sinwanz.” The people who say that me cannot
do so are conservatlve. They are afraid of the widespread-
ing of “Sinwenz,” for the “Han squares,” their prop:rty,
might not stand quite firmly. Some of them even say, “If
we use ‘Sinwenz,’ all the Chinese people will become foreign.
ers, and in a certain time, we shall be assimilated by the other
Powers, as we have assimilated the Mongolians and Man-'
churians.” What a senseless opinion this is! I have men-
tioned again and again that “Sinwenz” is a. Chmese
languags, not any other foreign one. If the forelgners ‘
only know English, they still cannot know “Sinwenz,” un-
iess they learn it from us. \How can they assimilate us
then? 3

Other people say, “ ‘Sinwenz’ is promoted by the Com- =
munists and it must have something to do with com- -
munism.” This is also a very short-sighted opinion. We >
confess that “Sinwenz” is promoted by the most modern-
minded youths, especially by the communists, but we must: 31
know that communism is one thing while “Sinwenz” is
another thing of a quite differznt nature. We may say
“Sinwenz”’ is a weapon but this weapon itself is not in-
dependent. It can be used by the communists as well as
any other “ists.” It is just likz a gun which can shoot
a good man as well a bad man. It complet:ly depends upon-..
the people who use it. If we say that communists utilize
the “Sinwenz” for propaganda works, it simply shows that
“Qinwenz”’ is better than “Han squares.” One day, I
talked with a friend of mine about “Sinw:nz.” At first,
he said that “Sinwenz” is not a dependable language and
has many defects. Then he said that *“Sinwenz” is &
weapon used for Pxopaganda by the communists, and that
whether communism is suitable for China or not is still a
question. - I listened tc him attentively and than replied
firmly, “Whenever any party wants to spread its principle
widely, it must choose the most effective and convenient
way, if “Sinwenz” has any defects as you have said, ‘why
the communists do not use “Han squares” to spread their
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principle?” After saying this, 1 looked at his face. He
bent down his hsad and seemed convinced. .
Whenever there is a force, there is a reaction. I think

that there are only two kinds of people in th: whole
world. One kind of people are individualists and the other
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CHINA CARRIES ON

INDUSTRIAL COOPERATIVES TO
SUPPLY 1,500,000 BLANKETS
TO ARMY

Upon the eve of completing 400,000
blankets for the army, the Chinese In-
dustrial Cooperatives has received a sec-
ond order from the Ministry of War to
make another 1500000 blankets in the
rext 12 months ending January 31, 1941.

Eight societies, four in the north-
west and four in the Szechuen-Sikang
area, have been asked by the Chung-
king headquarters to specialize in this
work. Each society will ‘manufacture
15,600 blankets a month. The war minis-
try will pay $10 for each blanket.

All over Free China, the cooperative
movement is gaining wider support from
the masses. Last August there were 1298
societies. There has been no phenomenal
increase of new societies but all the exist-
ing cooperatives have keen strengthenad
during the period. .

One of the principles laid down at a
‘general conference last summer, that
speed should give way to strength in
making the movement nationwide, is be-
ing followed. At present the CJI.C. has
a membership of 20,000 workers.

Negotiations are under way bztween
the (CI.C. authorities and the Bank of
China for a loan of $10,000,000 to $20,-
000,000 for establishing more sOcieties and
extending credit to bona fide units. The
C.I.C. which started with $5,000,000 from
the government, is allowed $80,000 month-
ly by the Executive Yuan.

This is double the amount received
formerly from the National Relief Com-
mission. Sometime ago, due to their re-
lationship to national producticm and
reconstruction, the CI.C. and the Agricul-
tural Improvement Commission were or-
dered by the gupreme National Defense
Council to be placed directly under the

Executive Yuan instead of under the Na-
tional Relief Commission.

Numerically, the Szechuen-Sikang
district tops the other four districts of
the C.IC., having 40 percent of the so-
cieties. = The mnorthwest district comes
second with 30 percent of the total and
the southwest district third with 19 per-
cent.
districts take fourth ahd fifth place with
ten and one percent, respectively, the
report concludes,

$6,090,000 DONATED TO AID

CHINESE ARMY
Froin September 22, 1939, to January

", 31, the Chinese Women’s War Relief As-
© sociation had received contributions in

various currencies amounting to appro--
ximately $6,035,000. .

The announcemeni was made by Ma-
dame Chiang Kai-shek, as chairman of
the Association, in the Central Duaily
News, official organ of the Government.

Total receipts for the period men-
tioned were as follows:—Chinese $4,647,-
000 £7,987; HKS$59,000; US. $10,000;
Rupees 1,000 and Dutch guilders 74,000.

The Association made 500,000 shoes,
341,000 padded overcoats, and 29,000 padil-
ed jackets for Chinese soldiers at *he
front. d .

After :xpressing appreciation for the
contributions, Madame Chiang Kai-shek
assured the public that every cent raised
would go to soldiers’ clothing. At the
same time, she appealed for funds to
supply soldiers with spring and summer
clothing,

TUNG OIL MART CENTRALIZED

Beginning January 15, 1940, the mar-
keting and exporting of/ tung oil have
been centralized under the Foo Shing
Trading Corporation, an auxiliary organ
.of the Ministry of Finance working in

.The Southeast and the Yunnan .

close collaboration with the Foreign Trade
Commission. The control of the expart
ot Tung oil by the corporation will -
sure American importers a higher quality
product and faster delivery. ;

Capitalized at $60,000,000, of whi

on a nationwide scale. Tea, minera] -
products, wood oil and bristles are the..
four chief export articles from wartime
China.

During 1939, more than 40,000 tons
wood oil were exported, mostly to the
United States. Statistics show that the
annual production of tung oil in China -
is about 70,000 tons, and the -chief pro- .
duction centers are under complete Chi- -
nese control.” . :

The coordination of China’s transport- =
ation system through the recent amalga- =
mation is expected to bring tung oil ex-
port to unprecedented highs in the future.
The 1939 figures of American purchase
of Chinese tung oil are expected {o be
around U.S. $15,000,000.

NEW COTTON MILLS

Additional to its assistance to the -
various cotton mills in Free China, the -
Ministry of Economic Affairs is going
to establish 88 moderately-sized spinning
mills in the interior provinces. Although
the combined capacity -of the 88 mills
will amount to only 42,000 bales of cotton
yarn a year, the supply will go far to--
ward meeting the nation’s needs.

During normal years, China’s 3,000,000
spindles annually produced more than
2,000,000 bales of cotton yarn, of which’
two-fifths were produced by foreign mills.
More than 2,300,000 spindles were lost
as a result of the war. ' i

Today Free China is rebuilding its
cotton industry both by encouraging more
production in the mills evacuated irom
occupied or war areas and by reviving the
traditional handicrafts of spinning and
weaving.

Szechuen at present has 140,009 spin-
dles, Shensi has 70,000 and Yunnan has

humanitarians. The latter try their best
to increase the welfare of the peopls,
while the former try their best to de-
crease the welfare of the people. Un-
fortunately, these two kinds of people
exist in the same place and at the same
time. Those people who want to pro-
mote “Sinwenz,” wish the people :n
China to read and write, while those
who are against the.use of ‘“Sinwenz,”
wish all the people in China to bécome
blind and deaf and obey their orders
unconditionally.

When the Sino.Japanese war broke
out, “Sinwenz’ has been more widely
spread but most of the people still do
not believe in it. They do not realize
that “Sinwenz” is very important to
mass education in time of war. I be-
lieve that in future, “Sinwenz” will be
used by all the Chinese people but the

opposition to the movement will also be
strong. However, the opposite side can-
knot stop the prevalence ¢¢ “Sinwenz.”
(It is like a flood. Though there are
imany hills and mountains in the way,
it will overcome them in the =nd. Per-

‘haps some day there will be someone’s-

head cut off, for utilization of “Sinwenz,”
,but I firmly believe that at that very
' time, there must be someone hid-
ing in the black corners ard teaching the
farmers and workmen with “Sinwenz”
. secretly, and there will be a great num-

. ber of such farmers and workmen find.-
' ing such black corners themselves.

The over-optimists declared that
there are only two hundred million Chi-
nese illiterates now, but I can hardly
believe "such words. Among the five
hundred million Chinese people, there

are 85 per cent farmers and workmen
and 90 per cent of the farmers and work-
men cannot read and write, So the
least percentage of illiteracy in China
is over 75 per cent. Are we so cruel as
to let such a great number of illiterates
exist in' China without rendering them
any help? But how can we teach them
to read and write? T think wise people
know how to answer this question. We
hope that the elders will help us in the
promotion of “Sinwenz.” If they do not,
it does not matter, for they belong to
the past generation. The only hope we
have is that the youths of China will
arouse and shoulder their responsibilities.
They are young in age so they must be
new in thought. Iet all the youths in
China ynite together and try their best
to eradicate illiteracy in China,



